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(4,5). Since P, component of auditory event
related evoked potential is a late component of
auditory evoked response, it implies that delayed
P, in pregnancy might not only be due to
depression of P, generators in the cortical region
alone but also delay in conduction in auditory
pathways at brainstem level. As such the
location of P, generator is debated. Most of the
reports say that P, generators lie in
hippocampus and meditation is cholinergic and
is linked with memory mechanism (19, 20).
Hence the present study suggests that normal
pregnancy affects the cognitive functions by
delaying either the conductive processes in
sensory pathways or information processing at
the cortical regions. The other important finding
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of the present study is the negative correlation
of Hb with P, latency. However, deficiency states
(protein—calorie, vitamins) do affect latencies of
brainstem auditory and visual evoked potentials
(21-23) but no authentic report of anaemia
due to haemodilution affecting long latency
responses (like P,) is available. Whether this
physiological anaemia due to haemodilution, is
a causative factor for increasing P, latency,
remains to be seen. Anaemia in men or in
nonpregnant women does not seem to have any
effect on evoked potentials. Hence the increase
in P, latency might be anaemia relatedin
pregnancy. However, elaborate and systematic
studies need to be done to prove or disapprove
this.
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